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Alpha to Omega: Hornsby E-learning Course
Questions & Answers 
	Q
	What will I gain from doing the Hornsby course?

	A
	By the end of the course you will have a good understanding of dyslexia and other specific learning difficulties as well as practical experience of tutoring a learner following the principles of structured, cumulative and multi-sensory teaching.
The course enables participants working in support roles to offer practical tutoring support and intervention to learners with dyslexia.  

	Q
	Please explain the differences between Open Access & Postgraduate courses.

	A
	The Hornsby course is open access, i.e. you do not have to have Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) or teaching experience to apply, as you do for the postgraduate courses. It does not give AMBDA (Associate Member of the British Dyslexia Association) or allow you to complete assessments whereas the postgraduate course does.

	Q
	If I already have QTS and decide to do the level 4 rather than the postgraduate course, what difference will the course make to me?

	A
	You will have knowledge of how to deliver a structured multi-sensory language programme, which can be used as part of your teaching.  You would not, however, have a specialist qualification. It would always be recommended that you study at postgraduate level if able to do so.

	Q
	It is a long time since I have done any serious study.  How academic is this course?

	A
	It Is a course that has academic and practical elements, with opportunities to apply theory to practice.  It is a level 4 course; equivalent to Undergraduate level 1.  You must have the ability to work and write at that level to apply for the course.  

	Q
	What is the time commitment needed to study this course?

	A
	You should allow 8-10 hours per week over the course of the year.  

	Q
	How often would I need to see the learner for the teaching practice and how long is the teaching practice?

	A
	You will work with one learner on a one-to-one basis for a minimum of 12 hours, at one hour per week.   

	Q
	How long will I have to find a suitable learner for the teaching practice?

	
	The teaching practice does not start until the fifth month of the course so there is plenty of time to find a suitable learner once the course starts.  Tutors can advise on suitability.

	Q
	Do I need to find my own learner for the teaching practice element of the course?

	A
	Yes, it is your responsibility to find a suitable learner.  

	Q
	Can I work with my own child for the teaching practice?  

	A
	No, it is not permitted for you to work with your own child.  When you start your teaching practice, part of the assessment the tutor does is to appraise your relationship as a tutor with a learner.  Using your own child compromises those skills.  The skills you learn can also be used with your child but not as part of the course.


	Q
	Can you advise where I could find a suitable learner to work with? 

	A
	Within a school, local dyslexia support groups or a friend’s child etc.

	Q
	Who do you consider to be a ‘suitable’ learner’ to work with? 
Does the learner have to have been diagnosed as dyslexic?

	A
	The learner does not have to have been diagnosed as having dyslexia but he/she must be underachieving in literacy.  It is much better if he/she does not have other complex learning difficulties, such as ADHD, Asperger’s Syndrome or High Functioning Autism and he/she should not have a global learning difficulty (all-round very low intelligence). 

Although the preferred age range of the learner is 7-14, students can choose an older learner.   

	Q
	Can I work with a learner for whom English is a second language?  

	A
	English must be the language the learner is predominantly using in school to access the curriculum.  A learner who is struggling with English as an additional language is not suitable for the teaching practice.

	Q
	I have been working in universities for several years and am currently looking into training as a dyslexia support tutor. Can you advise whether the Hornsby course is suitable for supporting this age group and whether I can use an adult learner for the practical teaching practice.

	A
	The Hornsby course would be suitable and it is possible to work with an older learner.  However, the Adults course delivered by Dyslexia Action may be more appropriate for your needs.  

	Q
	How will my practical tutoring skills be assessed on the course?  

	A
	One lesson from the teaching practice will be recorded and submitted to a tutor for observation and marking.  If the tutor is concerned about any aspects of the lesson/teaching you may be asked to record an additional lesson or elements of the lesson. 

	Q
	I have already had a CRB check; will I need another one? 

	A
	Dyslexia Action will undertake a CRB check on your behalf; this will cover you for any part of the training course that will take place in your own home, in the home of the learner or any premises used by Dyslexia Action. Any school that you intend to work in for the Unit 5 teaching practice may require a further check, which may be at your own expense.  CRB checks are not portable. 

	Q
	Will the e-learning course progress at my pace or do the assignments have set due dates?  What do I do if an assignment deadline clashes with a family holiday?

	A
	Course deadlines are set, but you can request an extension to a deadline due to a family holiday.  There may be some assignment deadlines over school holidays.

The course must be completed within the year.  

	Q
	Can I complete this course in less than 1 year?

	A
	No, students are not permitted to fast track this course; it is an interactive course with all students required to work on the course units at the same time and thus gain from the student discussion on Moodle.

	Q
	If I am sick or get pregnant can I defer the course?

	A
	This is at the discretion of the Board of Studies for the Hornsby course.  A leave of absence is only granted in exceptional circumstances.

	Q
	Please explain the structure of the English alphabetic code.  Which system do we use on this course?

	A
	The English alphabetic code is what is referred to when we discuss how, in English, sounds are written for the purposes of communicating through reading and writing.  There are several structured language programmes which help teach this. You will be using Alpha to Omega. 


	Q
	English is my second language.  Will I need to prove a certain level of English?

	A
	At the application stage, applicants for whom English is a second language will be asked to take an English test, the IELTS, online via www.ielts.co.uk
There is a fee for taking this test which the applicant will cover.

	Q
	I am dyslexic myself; what support will I be given to help me and will I be able to cope with the demands of the course?

	A
	Although the course is open access you must be able to write to A-level/undergraduate Level 1 standard in English.  The PowerPoint presentations, additional lectures and the course books selected would be accessible to many adults with dyslexia. Again it would be dependent on the severity of the dyslexia and reading skills.  All tutors are sympathetic to learners with dyslexia, but the level 4 standards need to be met in order to pass each Unit.  If you are a student with dyslexia you should consult the Course Director as to the suitability of the course for you. 

	Q
	Do I have to disclose on the application form if I have a disability?

	A
	Yes, please disclose any disability on the application form.  Disclosure will not affect chances of acceptance onto the course

You will be asked to complete a disability form and then the Course Director or Senior Tutor will arrange a phone call to discuss this further.  

	Q
	 When can I expect feedback on my assignments?  
How will they be assessed?  
Will I be given a pass mark or just the amount of credits earned?  

	A
	Your personal tutor is responsible for marking and giving feedback for the journals/assignments for each unit and they will complete a record of achievement form for each unit. Tutors keep in regular contact with the Training Dept. so they can advise of your progress throughout the course.  At the end of the course you will receive a certificate from Dyslexia Action indicating which units have been passed.  If all 10 units have been passed you will also receive a certificate from the Open University.  

	Q
	If I was to terminate this course once started and later decide to go ahead with the Postgraduate Certificate course, would I be exempted from any credit already achieved on this level 4 course? 

	A
	You would not be exempt from any of the Postgraduate Certificate course if you pass units on the level 4 course.  This is because these courses are at different levels.  The postgraduate course is at M level and therefore all of the work is more challenging and detailed.  However, the level 4 course would prepare you well for your studies.

	Q
	Having completed the course, will I be able to assess children?

	A
	No, but you could apply for the CCET Psychometric Assessment course run by Real Training. 

	Q
	Would I be able to become a member of PATOSS after completion of this course?

	A
	No

	Q
	Please clarify if this qualification would enable me to tutor children with dyslexia in a school setting and out of school on an individual basis.

	
	The course is not designed to allow someone to circumnavigate the professional training routes to becoming qualified as a teacher nor the more lengthy training for obtaining specialist teaching qualifications which we offer at Postgraduate Certificate and Diploma level.  These are the qualifications accepted and recommended by the British Dyslexia Association (BDA) for qualified specialist dyslexia tutors.  Many of our students therefore use their qualifications and skills to work within Learning Support departments as teaching assistants.  Some do this at advanced level under the direction of a SENCO.

There is currently no legal framework for the setting up of private tutoring in the UK.  There are two difficulties - one is the need to take out private professional indemnity insurance, which can be difficult without QTS.  The second is CRB (Criminal Records Bureau) clearance.


	Q
	At the end of the course will I be a qualified as a dyslexia teacher? 

	A
	If you do not have QTS (Qualified Teacher Status), you cannot use this as a teaching qualification.  If you want to find out more about qualifying as a teacher then visit the TDA www.tda.gov.uk.  and GTC www.gtce.gov.uk web site.  All the information you need to find out about different routes to train to become a teacher is given there.    

	Q
	Can the points for this course be used against an Open University degree?

	A
	Yes, the Open University has credit rated the course at Undergraduate level 1  and will permit 30 points towards the Open University BA/BSc degree – see http://www3.open.ac.uk.credit-transfer/index.shtm
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